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Bureau of Land Management, Interior

Surface management agency means
any Federal agency, other than BLM,
that is responsible for managing the
surface  overlying Federally-owned
minerals.

Temperature gradient well means a
well authorized under a geothermal ex-
ploration permit drilled in order to ob-
tain information on the change in tem-
perature over the depth of the well.

Transfer means any conveyance of an
interest in a lease by assignment, sub-
lease, or otherwise.

Unit agreement means an agreement
to explore for, produce and utilize sepa-
rately-owned interests in geothermal
resources as a single consolidated unit.
A unit agreement defines how costs
and benefits will be allocated among
the holders of interest in the unit area.

Unit area means all tracts committed
to an approved unit agreement.

Unit operator means the person who
has stated in writing to BLM that the
interest owners of the committed
leases have designated it as operator of
the unit area.

Unitized substances means geothermal
resources recovered from lands com-
mitted to a unit agreement.

Utilication Plan or plan of utilication
means a plan which fully describes the
utilization facility, including measures
for environmental protection and miti-
gation.

Waste means:

(1) Physical waste, including refuse;
or

(2) Improper use or unnecessary dis-
sipation of geothermal resources
through inefficient drilling, produc-
tion, transmission, or utilization.

§3200.3 Changes in agency duties.

There are many leases and agree-
ments currently in effect, and that will
remain in effect, involving Federal geo-
thermal resources leases that specifi-
cally refer to the United States Geo-
logical Survey, USGS, Minerals Man-
agement Service, MMS, or Conserva-
tion Division. These leases and agree-
ments may also specifically refer to
various officers such as Supervisor,
Conservation Manager, Deputy Con-
servation Manager, Minerals Manager,
and Deputy Minerals Manager. Those
references must now be read to mean
either the Bureau of Land Management

§3200.6

or the Minerals Management Service,
as appropriate. In addition, many
leases and agreements specifically
refer to 30 CFR part 270 or a specific
section of that part. Effective Decem-
ber 3, 1982, references in such leases
and agreements to 30 CFR part 270
should be read as references to this
part 3200, which is the successor regu-
lation to 30 CFR part 270.

§3200.4 What requirements must I
comply with when taking any ac-
tions or conducting any operations
under this part?

When you are taking any actions or
conducting any operations under this
part, you must comply with:

(a) The Act and the regulations of
this part;

(b) Geothermal resource operational
orders;

(c) Notices to lessees;

(d) Lease terms and stipulations;

(e) Approved plans and permits;

(f) Conditions of approval;

(g) Verbal orders from BLM that will
be confirmed in writing;

(h) Other instructions from BLM; and

(i) Any other applicable laws and reg-
ulations.

§3200.5 What are my rights of appeal?

(a) If you are adversely affected by a
BLM decision under this part, you may
appeal that decision under parts 4 and
1840 of this title.

(b) All BLM decisions or approvals
under this part are immediately effec-
tive and remain in effect while appeals
are pending unless a stay is granted in
accordance with §4.21(b) of this title.

§3200.6 What types of geothermal
leases will BLM issue?

BLM will issue two types of geo-
thermal leases:

(a) Geothermal leases (competitively
issued under subpart 3203 or non-
competitively issued under subpart
3204) which may be used for any type of
geothermal use, such as commercial
generation of electricity or direct use
of the resource.

(b) Direct use leases (issued under
subpart 3205).
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